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Agricultural Resear dation

Crop Progress

Crops are rapidly haying off in many areas of EP with harvest expected to begin in approx 2-3 weeks
on some early barley and desiccated pulses. Crop potential is variable. Some EPARF members will
harvest very little grain due to drought conditions/late emergence/frost and wind damage while the
majority are expecting 40-75% of their long term average cereal yields. There are not many regions
that will harvest above average crops on Upper, Central, Eastern or Western EP.

New 2,4-D Amine/LV Ester rules

The APVMA has changed the label on all 2,4-D products effective 3™ October. It has suspended the
old label, and all users of 2,4-D products must comply with the new label, even if they are using old
products.

Major changes are around 2,4-D use during inversions, mandatory record keeping, and droplet size.
You can now only apply 2,4-D products using extra coarse droplets. Not many EPARF members
currently have nozzles capable of delivering extra coarse droplets. Specific spray records must be
kept whenever you apply a 2,4-D product. Significant fines and penalties apply if you do not comply
with the new label.

It is up to you to comply with these new rules to ensure access to herbicides like 2,4-D continues.
Check out the new rules and label using this link.

www.apvma.gov.au/node/32951

More Frost

Widespread and repeated frosts have significantly damaged crops throughout EP. Damaged crops
can now be found in most areas. Where viable, canola, pulses and cereals have been cut for hay. It
has not been commercially viable to cut some of the poorer crops due to lack of dry matter.

Hay bailed early has received excellent prices, but there is some uncertainty about the hay market
over the next few weeks as large quantities of hay becomes available in SA and Vic.

If you have decided to cut down crops, make sure you have sorted out your logistics and a market.
Secure access to suitable contractors for cutting/conditioning/raking/baling. Get a market organised
so you don’t have to store large quantities, and work out how you will adequately store any unsold
hay.

Check withholding periods for chemicals before cutting crops for hay.

Feed tests are cheap and can help differentiate your product if the market becomes oversupplied in
the next 2-3 months.
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Bacterial Blight in Peas

This disease has been quite “rare” on EP until the past couple of seasons. Many pea crops have been
infected this season. There is no cure once a crop is infected (fungicides don’t work on bacterial
diseases). Long term control relies on using disease free seed, varieties with more
tolerance/resistance, quarantine, crop rotation, separation from previous pea crops, reducing
physical crop injury etc.

Test your seed.
This link has more info and details on where to get seed tested.

http://www.croppro.com.au/crop disease manual/ch07s03.php

Insects

The past 6 dry weeks have favoured insects. High numbers of moths and “grubs” have been present
in pulse and canola crops and pastures. Various aphid species have required treatment in pulses,
medic and canola and some cereal crops and there has even been some caterpillars eating forming
cereal grains. Monitor all crops for late insect activity.

Finances

If your cash flow predictions from this year’s harvest are below those budgeted, speak to your bank
manager now. Be proactive in your discussions about likely finance requirements for next season.
Even if your projections are for above average income from harvest, let your banker know. They like
to hear good news as well!

EPARF and LEADA Discussions

EPARF and LEADA have decided to start discussions regarding a possible merger of the two
organisations. They both have similar aims — to lead farmer driven research, development and
extension on EP, and think there might be merit in having one nationally recognised EP body
lobbying for research, funding and resourcing. Preliminary discussions will begin over the next
month.

Research Ideas

EPAREF relies on feedback from members to guide the development of research priorities for EP.
While on the header, think of ideas that would make your production system more efficient, more
profitable, and more sustainable. Think in terms of knowledge gaps — what do you need to know to
do things better. Email any ideas to the EPARF board members or the team at Minnipa.

Tips for the next 3 weeks

e Take into account frost damage in your crop insurance and cash flow estimates.

o  Work out seed requirements for next year and where they will come from.

e Order any new varieties and seed requirements for 2019.

e Have a starter fertiliser plan organised — the selling season for fertiliser can start during
harvest.

e Make sure yield monitors are working and recording.
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e Know what paddocks you will undertake harvest weed seed control — eg harvest low and
chaff line/collect in narrow windrows for burning/chaff cart.

e Get your fire fighting equipment in order for harvest/summer.

e Sample weeds for resistance testing.

e Start your summer weed control program early — have some herbicides on hand.

Disclaimer

The contents of this email are exclusively for EPARF members. It may not be copied or reproduced in any form. Disclosing,
copying or distribution is strictly prohibited. EPARF makes no warranties regarding this report. Any person relying on this
report does so at their own risk. EPARF and all persons associated with it exclude all liability (including liability for
negligence) in relation to any opinion, advice or information contained in this report, and any consequence arising from the
use of such opinions, advice or information. You should seek independent professional technical or legal advice (as required)
before acting on any opinion, advice or information contained in this report.
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